BLUE  BOOK  RIVALS  BROTHER’S  POPULARITY 


The  1972  Handbook  of  United  States 
Coins  is  scheduled  for  release  in  the  early 
part  of  October.  While  the  Guide  Book 
is  still  the  number  one  selling  coin  refer¬ 
ence  book,  its  older  brother,  the  Hand¬ 
book,  retains  a  close  runner-up  position. 
Over  the  past  28  years,  well  over  seven 
million  copies  have  been  sold. 

The  reason  for  the  continued  popu¬ 
larity  of  the  Blue  Book  is  in  the  fact 
that  it  parallels  the  Red  Book  in  many 
ways  in  the  information  it  presents.  The 
major  difference  is  that  the  Blue  Book 
lists  wholesale  values  for  all  United 
States  coins,  while  the  Red  Book  gives 
retail  values.  The  two,  therefore,  are 
inseparable  and  indispensable. 

There  is  another  feature  of  the  Blue 
Book  that  makes  it  special.  Its  attraction 
to  new  collectors  has  been  built  in,  and 
coupled  with  its  low  price,  creates  an 
introductory  appeal  that  spells  popular¬ 
ity  in  the  novice  category.  In  case  you 
didn’t  notice  lately,  the  book  carries 
brief  aids  to  the  newcomer  such  as  ex¬ 
planations  of  how  coins  are  made,  his¬ 
torical  data  about  mints,  coin  alloys, 
proofs,  mint  marks  with  photographic 
location  diagrams,  illustrations  of  dis¬ 
tinguishing  marks,  coin  grading,  preser¬ 
vation  and  cleaning,  starting  a  collection, 
abbreviations,  coin  terms,  and  many 
others.  This  is  the  book  most  often  rec¬ 
ommended  to  collectors  who  are  starting 
the  hobby. 

The  new  29th  edition  Handbook  is 
being  shipped  to  dealers  in  a  special 
colorful  counter  display  carton  at  no 
extra  charge.  This  sales  stimulating  dis¬ 


play  holds  one  dozen  books  and  is  simi¬ 
lar  to  the  one  used  for  Red  Books.  An 
attractive  window  streamer  will  also  be 
included  with  early  shipments. 

Price  changes  in  this  year’s  Handbook 
have  been  carefully  compiled  by  R.  S. 
Yeoman  and  his  capable  panel  of  ex¬ 
perts.  In  most  cases  adjustments  parallel 
those  in  the  Red  Book.  Several  coins 
are  up  in  value,  a  very  few  arc  down, 
and  many  remain  steady  at  their  former 
level. 

Pieces  that  slid  somewhat  in  value 
include  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent,  key 
Liberty  nickels,  and  many  of  the  late 
date  Jefferson  coins.  Lincoln  cents  show 
both  up  and  down  adjustments. 

Nearly  all  of  the  popular  series  took 
price  increases.  In  this  category  are  half 
cents,  three  cents  nickel,  Shield  nickels, 
Bust  and  Liberty  Standing  quarters,  half 
dollars  from  Bust  to  Barber,  all  silver 
dollars,  and  gold  $1.00  and  $20.00 
pieces. 

The  base  price,  that  is,  the  price  of  the 
most  common  coins  in  each  series,  was 
raised  on  Indian  Head  cents,  2*  pieces, 
and  Barber  quarters. 

A  few  series  that  have  remained  sur¬ 
prisingly  steady  in  their  values  include 
Flying  Eagle  and  scarce  Indian  ncad 
cents,  2<f  pieces,  silver,  and  20^  pieces. 
The  Liberty  Walking  and  Franklin  half 
dollars  that  have  shown  increases  in  the 
past  several  years  have  apparently 
reached  a  plateau  and  have  not  changed 
this  year. 

Commemorative  silver  and  gold  coins 
are  up  in  value  and  we  predict  will  con¬ 


tinue  in  this  trend  as  interest  in  the 
series  grows. 

The  traditional  Handbook  has  re¬ 
tained  its  familiar  blue  cover,  stock  num¬ 
ber  9050,  and  suggested  retail  price  of 
$1.50.  Inside,  however,  it  is  chock-full 
of  revisions  and  bits  of  new  information 
gleaned  from  the  major  overhaul  work 
done  on  the  Red  Book.  Valuations,  text, 
and  illustrations  are  all  up  to  the  minute, 
including  a  listing  of  the  just  released 
Eisenhower  dollars.  ■ 

NEW  RED  BOOK  GIVEN 
NATIONWIDE  PUBLICITY 

Release  of  the  Silver  Anniversary  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States 
Coins  has  been  greeted  by  a  wave  of 
enthusiastic  reports  that  have  appeared 
in  publications  throughout  the  country. 
This  publicity  has  had  a  stimulating 
effect  on  sales,  which  are  already  well 
beyond  expectations.  Comments  from 
collectors,  dealers,  and  experts  across 
the  nation  have  all  been  favorable  in 
their  praise  of  the  many  innovations 
and  changes  presented  in  the  1972  Red 
Book. 

Whitman’s  advertising  campaign 
started  with  a  scries  of  two  ads  that  will 
appear  at  intervals  throughout  the  year 
in  all  numismatic  publications.  One  of 
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these  ads  pays  tribute  to  the  dealers  who 
for  over  twenty  years  have  contributed 
pricing  information  to  the  Red  Book. 
The  other  ad  takes  a  traditional  “hard 
sell”  approach  designed  to  bring  col¬ 
lectors  to  your  store  looking  for  the  new 
edition.  Outside  of  the  numismatic  field, 
ads  will  appear  in  Publishers’  Weekly 
to  appeal  to  the  book  trade. 

Numismatic  editorials  have  been  most 


the  country.  Newspaper  interviews  were 
held  with  Phyllis  Battelle,  syndicated 
writer  for  King  Features  and  with  the 
North  American  News  Alliance,  another 
newspaper  syndicate. 

Part  of  Mr.  Yeoman’s  other  publicity 
activities  included  an  interview  in  New 
York  City  with  Sydney  Fields  for  his 
“Only  Human”  column  in  the  New 
York  Daily  News,  an  interview  with 


generous  in  their  praise  of  the  new  edi¬ 
tion.  Coin  World  and  Coins  Magazine 
each  devoted  a  full  page  to  the  book, 
while  Numismatic  News,  COINage,  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Scrapbook,  and  Coin  Hobby 
News  gave  extensive  coverage.  Others, 
we  are  confident,  will  follow  in  time, 
but  we  arc  particularly  grateful  to  those 
“early  birds”  who  have  done  much  to 
publicize  the  Guide  Book. 

Coin  columnists  in  newspapers 
throughout  the  country  have  already 
been  extremely  cooperative  in  writing 
review's  and  notices  concerning  the  new 
book.  From  the  clippings  we  have  re¬ 
ceived  it  would  seem  that  the  good  word 
has  been  spread  to  every  comer  of  the 
nation,  which  no  doubt  accounts  for  the 
unusually  heavy  demand  dealers  are  ex¬ 
periencing. 

The  Sherman  Wolf  agency,  Western’s 
promotional  representative,  made  review 
mailings  to  over  250  newspapers  and 

Cblications.  Our  advertising  agents, 
nnen  &  Newell,  also  sent  news  re¬ 
leases  to  major  publishers  outside  of  the 
numismatic  field. 

The  Red  Book’s  author,  Dick  Yeo¬ 
man,  participated  in  several  programs 
designed  to  successfully  launch  the  new 
edition  of  the  book.  He  appeared  in  New 
York  as  a  guest  on  WABC-TV’s  “A.M. 
New  York  Show”  and  WOR-TV’s  “Joe 
Franklin  Show.”  Later,  he  was  Joe 
Franklin’s  guest  on  his  daytime  radio 
show.  On  another  occasion  he  taped  an 
interview  on  the  U.P.I.  Radio  Show  Ser¬ 
vice  that  was  sent  to  350  stations  across 


Martha  McGregor,  book  editor  New 
York  Post,  and  an  interview  with  Carol 
Martin,  financial  writer  for  the  Asso¬ 
ciated  Press. 

Some  of  the  stories,  articles,  and  inter¬ 
views  promoting  the  new  Red  Book 
stressed  the  many  changes  therein  or 
the  fact  that  this  is  the  book’s  25th  an¬ 
niversary.  Some  commented  upon  the 
achievement  of  reaching  the  ten  mil¬ 
lionth  copy.  Others  dealt  with  coins 
and  the  current  interest  in  the  hobby 
or  a  combination  of  all  of  these  facets, 
but  all  did  their  part  to  promote  this 
year’s  very  exciting  Red  Book  and  to 
stimulate  a  new  wave  of  interest  among 
collectors.  ■ 

INCREASED  COSTS 
UP  RETAIL  PRICES 

Ever  rising  cost  of  production  will 
soon  force  price  increases  on  several 
Whitman  products,  which  ultimately 
must  be  reflected  in  higher  retail  prices. 

It  is  anticipated  that  before  the  end 
of  this  year  the  following  suggested  retail 
prices  will  be  charged  by  most  stores: 
No.  9733  1  -3/4”  folding  pocket 
magnifier  $  .79 

No.  9777  2"  lens  reading  glass  1 .25 

No.  9855  Check  list  of  U.S.  coins  .39 
No.  9382  Check  list  of  U.S.  coins  .39 
No.  9380  Let’s  Collect  Coins 
book  .75 

Bubble  Pak  of  5  2"  x  2"  plastic 
coin  holders  .60 


IDEAL  HOLDERS 

FOR  EISENHOWER  DOLLARS^ 

Now  that  the  Government  has  at  last 
begun  producing  Eisenhower  dollars, 
millions  of  citizens  are  going  to  need 
special  holders  to  protect  and  house 
these  souvenirs.  The  Mint  has  distrib¬ 
uted  some  62  million  order  forms,  and 
if  only  a  fraction  of  that  many  dollars 
is  sold,  there  is  bound  to  be  a  substantial 
demand  for  suitable  holders. 

Fortunately,  Whitman  is  prepared  to 
meet  that  demand.  A  wide  variety  of 
holders  is  available,  one  or  more  of 
which  is  bound  to  meet  the  needs  of  all 
types  of  collectors. 

In  the  Bookshelf  series  there  is  No. 
9446,  a  four-page  blank  album  for  dol¬ 
lars  and  No.  9435,  a  Type  Set  holder 
that  now  includes  space  for  the  Eisen¬ 
hower  dollar.  Similarly,  No.  9046  coin 
folder  also  includes  the  new  dollar. 

Single  holders  are  available  in  the 
form  of  2"  x  2"  cardboard  coin  mount 
No.  9185,  2"  x  2”  plastic  coin  holder 
No.  9731  in  bulk  and  No.  9761,  a  bub¬ 
ble  pack  of  five.  Speculators  who  wish  to 
put  away  rolls  of  the  new  dollars  will 
surely  enjoy  No.  X9660  bubble  pack  of 
dollar  coin  tubes  or  X9166  bulk  pack. 

At  this  point  we  have  not  yet  decided 
to  manufacture  a  special  coin  album 
for  the  dollars,  as  the  Government  has 
made  no  statement  concerning  the  dates 
that  may  be  used  on  future  coinage  of 
these  coins.  The  latest  word  is  that  some 
will  be  made  dated  1972  and  possibly 


other  dates  for  the  next  three  years. 
But  that  is  something  for  the  future.^ 
Just  now  we  are  all  concerned  with* 
meeting  this  year’s  heavy  demand  for 
holders  by  the  public,  who  will  be  anx¬ 
ious  to  display  their  new  dollars,  the 
first  issue  since  1935  ■ 


COLLECTING  CLAD  COINS  - 
NOW  IS  THE  TIME 

With  the  virtual  disappearance  of  sil¬ 
ver  from  circulation  during  the  last 
couple  of  years,  there  has  been  a  tend¬ 
ency  on  the  part  of  a  fairly  sizeable 
proportion  of  collectors  of  United  States 
coins  to  temporarily  halt  their  roll 
searching,  as  they  felt  there  was  no 
longer  anything  worth  finding.  Many  of 
them  looked  upon  the  clad  coinage  as 
a  poor  substitute  for  the  good  old  silver 
pieces  and  not  really  worth  the  bother 
to  collect,  as  there  were  so  many  of  them 
they’d  be  available  any  time  one  wanted 
to  complete  his  set.  Well  now,  this  bears 
looking  into.  It’s  true  that  silver  is  for 
all  practical  purposes  gone  from  circula¬ 
tion  and  that  premium  dates  will  no 
longer  be  found  in  rolls,  but  how  about 
these  clad  coins  that  have  been  with  us 
for  the  past  six  years?  Is  there  anything 
worthwhile  about  them?  And  just  how- 
easy  is  it  to  find  “all  of  them  whenever 
one  w-ants  to”  in  order  to  fill  up  a  set 
with  nice-looking  coins? 


Date 


Acceptable* 


Quarters— Total  Examined  160  pcs. 


1965 

55 

5 

50 

1966 

24 

3.  and  1  with 

interesting  clash  marks 

20 

1967 

48 

6 

42 

1968 

5 

2 

3 

1968-D 

2 

2 

1969 

2 

2 

1969-D 

2 

1 

1 

1970-D 

22 

12 

10 

Dimes — Total  Examined  200  pcs. 


1965 

51 

13 

38 

1966 

45 

7 

38 

1967 

54 

14 

40 

1968 

11 

2 

9 

1968-D 

1969 

8 

1 

3 

1 

5 

1969-D 

10 

4 

6 

1970 

2 

1 

1 

1970-D 

17 

7 

10 

One  silver  dime  was  also  found:  1957-D, 
average  circulated. 

*Sharplv  enough  struck  to  be  acceptable 
in  a  collection. 


That  phrase — “nice-looking  coins” — 
that’s  the  key  to  the  whole  thing.  Let’s 
K-ice  the  facts:  clad  coins  are  here  to 
^stay  and  silver  is  not  coming  back,  so  we 
ought  to  take  the  clad  pieces  seriously. 
They  first  came  out  in  1965  and  a  great 
many  were  not  well  struck — the  fren¬ 
zied  rush  at  the  mints  for  production 


and  difficulties  in  minting  the  new  metal 
combined  to  give  us  products  that  are 
far  from  the  best  work  the  mint  has  ever 
done.  All  dates  of  clad  dimes  and  quar¬ 
ters  should  be  found  in  circulation  with¬ 
out  too  much  difficulty,  depending  on 
the  particular  area  of  the  country  in 
which  one  resides.  Despite  all  the  travel¬ 
ing  done  by  Americans,  the  coinage  still 
has  a  regional  circulating  tendency — in 
other  words,  Philadelphia  issues  are 
much  more  easily  found  in  New  York 
than  in  Kansas  City,  and  so  on.  But 


thing  that  will  be  extremely  difficult  to 
do.  It  can  be  done,  but  will  require 
some  good  old-fashioned  searching. 

The  Special  Mint  Sets  of 
1965,  1966,  and  1967 
The  Special  Mint  Set  was  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  answer  to  collector  demand  for 
choice  pieces  of  those  years  when  there 
was  not  time  to  produce  proofs.  These 
sets  were  sold  at  a  relatively  high  pre¬ 
mium  of  $4  per  set,  and  so  far  they  have 
not  proved  to  be  good  investments  as 
short-term  purchases.  In  fact,  present 


with  a  little  patience  it  should  be  pos¬ 
sible  to  find  all  the  dates  and  mints  of 
dimes  and  quarters  beginning  with  1965. 
Let’s  suppose  a  collector  has  followed 
the  practice  of  building  sets  of  United 
States  coins  from  circulation,  and  his 
silver  Roosevelt  dimes  and  Washington 
quarters  are  in  pretty  good  shape.  YVhat 
can  he  expect  to  find  if  he  now  turns  to 
searching  through  rolls  of  coins,  and 
how  nice  a  set  of  the  later  date  issues 
can  he  put  together? 

A  random  sampling  is  just  that,  noth¬ 
ing  more,  and  one  was  taken  by  search¬ 
ing  through  four  rolls  each  of  circulated 
dimes  and  quarters.  The  chart  gives  a 
brief  summary  of  what  was  found. 

What  does  all  of  this  prove?  If  the 
sampling  holds  any  validity  as  to  the 
probable  condition  of  pieces  in  circula¬ 
tion  now,  it  is  easily  seen  that  the  great 
majority  of  them  could  not  be  consid¬ 
ered  suitable  for  placement  in  attractive- 
looking  collections.  This  is  especially 
true  of  the  quarters,  many  of  which 
were  so  poorly  struck  that  very  few 
would  be  worth  saving  at  this  point. 
Not  only  are  they  weakly  struck,  they 
are  actually  rather  worn  and  not  at  all 
attractive.  Yet  there  arc  still  enough, 
that  with  a  little  patience  one  could 
make  a  clean,  VF-XF  set  of  both 
dimes  and  quarters  with  decently  sharp 
strikes  and  not  too  much  wear.  Coins  in 
choice  AU  or  UNC  condition  are  not 
to  be  found,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  of  the  latest  date  or  two. 

There  are  enough  dates  and  mints  of 
coinage  now  in  circulation  that  to  find 
all  of  them  in  really  collectible  condi¬ 
tion  is  a  major  challenge.  They  have 
been  overlooked,  perhaps  too  long,  so 
that  to  discover  a  really  choice  1965  or 
1966  dime  or  quarter  in  a  roll  is  some¬ 


price  levels  of  the  1965  and  1966  Spe¬ 
cial  Sets  are  lower  than  the  initial  pur¬ 
chase  price  set  by  the  mint.  It  is  not  so 
much  the  supply,  which  is  relatively 
small,  but  the  lack  of  demand  that  has 
forced  prices  to  their  current  low  levels. 

Mintage  of  Special  Mint  sets  is  as 
follows: 

1965— 2,360,000 

1966— 2,261,583 

1967— 1,863,344 

The  mint  itself  still  has  a  quantity  of 
the  1 965  and  possibly  the  1 966  sets,  but 
the  1967  issue  is  sold  out.  Each  year 
there  was  a  cutback  in  production  as 
the  expected  collector  demand  failed  to 
meet  expectations.  Yet  the  quality  of  the 
pieces  in  these  sets  is  basically  much 
better  than  their  circulating  counter¬ 
parts.  This  is  especially  true  of  the  half 
dollars,  some  of  which  are  about  the 
equal  of  proofs  of  other  years.  It  must 
be  said  that  even  in  these  sets  the  qual¬ 
ity  of  strike  on  dimes  and  quarters,  es¬ 
pecially  of  1965  and  1966,  often  leaves 
much  to  be  desired.  However,*  the  fact 
remains  that  these  sets  alone  represent 
the  only  available  quantity  of  something 
close  to  select  pieces  of  those  years,  as 
apparently  few  rolls  seem  to  have  been 
saved ;  if  they  were,  chances  are  that  the 
majority  of  the  pieces  contained  therein 
are  not  well  struck.  Maybe  the  Special 
Mint  Sets  are  truly  the  numismatic 
“dark  horse”  of  the  future,  as  collectors 
begin  to  realize  that  these  dates  are  very 
scarce  in  any  decent  condition. 

One  would  do  well  to  help  focus  a 
strong  collector  interest  on  taking  a  good 
hard  “second  look”  at  our  clad  coins. 
How  about  it?  Don’t  you  think  that 
now  is  the  time  to  point  out  these  facts 
and  help  collectors  find  some  nice  ex¬ 
amples  before  it’s  too  late?  ■ 


BRITISH  COIN  FOLDERS 
OFFERED  TO  U.  S.  MARKET 

For  many  years  now  the  Whitman 
Export  Division  has  been  supplying  the 
European  market  with  a  full  line  of 
British  coin  folders.  These  are  now  being 
made  available  to  the  United  States 
market  and  can  be  ordered  through 
your  local  Whitman  distributor. 

Since  the  change  in  the  British  mone¬ 
tary  system,  there  has  been  an  increase 
in  colicctor  interest  in  the  now  obsolete 
coins,  and  we  feel  that  these  folders  will 
sell  well  on  the  American  market. 

The  available  series  consists  of  23 
coin  folders  covering  all  English  twenti¬ 
eth  century  coins  from  a  farthing  to 
half  a  crown.  A  few  of  these  series  ex¬ 
tend  back  as  far  as  1 860  or  other  appro- 
riate  starting  dates.  The  folders  have 
een  extremely  popular  in  Europe  and 
should  do  well  in  the  United  States 
market  place.  ■ 

IDENTIFICATION  CARDS 
ORGANIZE  FOLDER  DISPLAY 

Whitman,  to  enable  dealers  to  better 
organize  their  stocks  in  retail  outlets, 
has  prepared  a  scries  of  inventory  cards 
for  their  fastest  moving  coin  folders. 
These  are  packaged  in  sets  of  17  differ¬ 
ent  stock  cards  and  are  available  on  re¬ 
quest  from  your  regular  Whitman  dis¬ 
tributor. 

We  believe  that  these  cards  will  pro¬ 
vide  a  more  efficient  method  of  pin¬ 
pointing  the  exact  folder  a  customer  de¬ 
sires  and  will  help  in  keeping  a  regular 
display  organized  with  folders  in  proper 
sequence.  They  will  also  aid  in  visually 
showing  which  items  are  low  and  out 
of  stock  and  need  to  be  replenished. 

We  urge  you  to  try  these  cards.  They 
can  only  increase  the  sales  potential  of 
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your  displays.  Ask  your  distributor  about 
them  soon.  ■ 


REVISED  CANADIAN 
ALBUMS  MARKETED 

Revisions  and  updatings  are  made 
with  each  new  printing  of  coin  albums 
and  folders.  Recently,  several  of  the 
Canadian  Bookshelf  Albums  were  re¬ 
vised  and  new  stocks  are  now  available. 

No.  9503,  Nickels  1922  to  date,  has 
been  expanded  to  a  3-page  album  to  ac¬ 
commodate  late  date  coins. 

Nos.  9506,  9509,  and  9529  have  also 
been  revised  and  made  current.  They 
cover  respectively,  Canadian  Quarters, 
1921  to  date,  Half  Dollars,  1937  to  date, 
and  Dollars,  1966  to  date. 

No.  9529,  Dollar  album,  has  spaces 
for  the  modem  small  size  dollar,  but 
will  not  accommodate  the  controversial 
1971  British  Columbia  commemorative. 
If  the  unique  series  of  Canadian  silver 
dollar  commemoratives  is  continued, 
some  exceptional  type  of  holder  arrange¬ 
ment  will  have  to  be  provided  for  col¬ 
lectors  who  desire  to  include  these  coins 
along  with  the  regular  small  size  issues. 
In  the  interim  we  recommend  Bookshelf 
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Album  No.  9512,  which  is  unprinted  and 
will  accommodate  Canadian  dollars  of 
that  size.  K 

GIVEAWAY  BOOKLETS  1 
PROMOTES  COIN  HOBBY 

For  the  past  several  years,  Whitman 
has  encouraged  coin  collecting  at  the 
beginner  level  through  a  giveaway  book¬ 
let  titled  Welcome  to  Coin  Collecting. 
This  handy  16-page  brochure  whets  the 
appetite  of  the  novice  and  steers  him 
on  the  right  path  to  his  coin  hobby 
dealer’s  store. 

Hundreds  of  thousands  of  these  book¬ 
lets  have  been  given  to  neophytes  at 
conventions,  over  dealers’  counters,  and 
through  the  mail.  The  most  successful 
distribution  campaign  has  been  through 
newspaper  coin  columnists,  who  offer 
to  mail  these  without  charge  to  their 
readers. 

The  booklet  has  been  so  successful 
that  we  would  like  to  broaden  its 
scope  by  making  it  available  to  dealers 
throughout  the  country  for  free  store 
distribution  to  new  customers. 


Welcome  to  Coin  Collecting  is  avail¬ 
able  upon  request  from  your  regular 
Whitman  distributor.  Be  sure  to  have  a 
supply  in  your  store  to  stimulate  interest 
in  the  hobby  among  the  young  and  be¬ 
ginner  collectors.  ■ 


